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ills . Hochster Weisenbachturm (92); ill. Wettersp. (22b); C. R. "\Vhite
Thomson (57); ill. Wibanove S. face (39); Wichelplankstock and ill. (26) 
(35); 1 a. 32 Kl. Wiesbachh. S.E. face (32); Wilberforce Valley (9); Kl. 
Wilde and ills. (45) (56); ill. Wilder Freiger (45); 1 a . 1877 Wind River Pk. 
(7); Wind River Range (7); Gr. Windgalle S. face (35); 1 a. Kl. Winkel
kogel N.W. face and ills . (32); portr. G. Winkler (65); Winklerturm (65); 
Winter climbing ( 12b) ( 41) ; \IVischberg and ill. (32) (92) N. face ( 4) ; 
portr. A. Witzenmann (22); ill. Wiwaxy Pks. (81); 1 a. 24 Mt. Woodrow 
Wilson (7); portrs. A. F. R. Wollaston (112); portr. T.v. Wundt (22) (65). 

ills. Yari-ga-take (27) ; Yoho Valley (2). 
ill. Zarra Raju (4); 1 a. 32 Pta. de Zarre, N.W. (5); 2 a. Gr. Zinne N. face 

and ills. (45) (56) (65) 1 a. 33 N. face (4) and ills. (22); Drei Zinnen and 
ills . (22) (65); ill. Kl. Zinne N. face (65); Zmarzly Szezyt, ill. (3); ill. 
ZundernRp. (22b); portr. E. Zsigmondy (22) (65); ill. Zwolfer (45) (65)-
1 a. 32 N. face (32) ; Zwiefelbach Grieskogel S.E. face and ill. (22). 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Accident on Piz Roseg. 

[The following correspondence concerning the disaster of August 
17, 1933, is published verbatim et literatirn. ] 

Alpine Club, 
23 Savile Row, 

London, W. 1. 
1st November 1933. 

SrR, I have the honour to inform you that my committee have 
had under consideration the circumstances attaching to the finding 
of the bodies of the four Eton Masters, 1\Iessrs. Howson, Powell, 
White-Thomson and Slater, who were killed on Piz Roseg on 
the 17th August last, and I have been directed to send you an extract 
of a note which is being published in the forthcoming number of the 
ALPINE J OURNAL,l for your information. 

I have also to inform you that the four victims of this accident 
were all members of the Swiss Alpine Club (we think the Geneva 
Section), that my committee strongly endorses the Editorial Note to 
the note above mentioned, and that they would be obliged if the 
Central Committee of the Swiss Alpine Club could see their way to 
call for an investigation into the circumstances of the conduct of 
the guides concerned with the parties who made the ascent of Piz 
Roseg on August 18. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) SYDNEY SPENCER, 
Hon. Secretary. 

To THE PRESIDENT 
Central Committee of the Swiss Alpine Club, 

Baden. 

1 A.J. 45, 414- 16. 
s2 
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SYDNEY SPENCER, EsQ., 
Hon. Secretary of the Alpine Club, 

23, Savile Row, 
London, W. 1. 

Schweizer Alpen Club, 
Central-Comite, 

Baden, Switzerland. 
22nd November, 1933. 

DEAR SIR, We beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of 
1st inst. regarding an article about the accident at Piz Roseg on 
August 17th, to be published in the ALPINE JOURNAL. We take it 
from your letter that your Committee fully endorses the comment 
of the Editor referring to that article and that you wish us to take up 
investigations concerning the guides of the parties who undertook 
the ascent of Piz Roseg on August 18th. We have immediately gone 
into the matter in order to learn more details. Our examinations 
have not yet come to an end, but we shall not fail to inform you 
immediately when we shall have been able, together with the Section 
Bernina, to form an impartial opinion about the conduct of the 
guides. In the meantime we would ask you, if this could still be 
possible, not to publish the above article in the next n11m ber already 
of the ALPINE JOURNAL, or at least to have postponed the Editor's 
Note. 

• 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) GuGLER . 

President of the Central Committee Swiss 
Alpine Club . 

• 

Alpine Club, 
23, Savile Row, 

London, W. 1. 
23rd November 1933. 

DEAR SIR, I beg to acknowledge receipt of your kind letter of the 
22nd November, and I am sure my committee will be gratified to learn 
that you have instituted enquiries concerning the Piz Roseg accident 
and for which they would desire me to express their most cordial 
thanks. -

With regard to withdrawing the article mentioned from the 
ALPINE JOURNAL, I regret very much to say that this is no longer 
possible. Your letter was received by the mid-day post to-day, and 
already this morning the publishers have dispatched more than half 
the issue of the November Number. Otherwise, we should have been 
happy to do our utmost to fall in with your request. 

Yours faithfully, 

HERRN DR. GUGLER, 
President of the Central Committee, 

Swiss Alpine Club, 
Baden. 

(Signed) SYDNEY SPENCER, 
Hon. Secretary. 
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SIDNEY SPENCER, EsQ., 
Ron. Secretary, 

Alpine Club, 
Schweizer Alpenclub Central-Comite, 

31st January, 1934. 
23, Savile Row, 

London, W. l. 

DEAR SIR, With our letter of 22nd November '33 we promised 
to make investigations whether, at the occasion of the tragic accident 
on Piz Roseg where 4 British climbers were killed, the conduct 
of the guides has been in accordance with Alpine traditions or not. 
We enclose herewith the following reports (translated by us) : 

1. Two reports of the Guide-chef of the Section Bernina S.A.C., 
Mr. Golay. 

2. report of the H ead of the Rescue Service of the upper Engadine, 
Kaspar Grass, guide. . 

3. report of Dr. Preiss, Zurich. 
All these reports as well as the article published in your ALPINE 

JouRNAL are fully conform. They show that on August 18th two 
guided parties, the one with Kaspar Grass and the tourists Preiss 
and Golay, the other with guide Nikol and an Italian tourist, Count 
Sorbello, climbed Piz Roseg starting from Tschierva Hut and 
following the usual route via Aguagliouls and that on their ascent 
they discovered .by chance the axes, when traversing the upper part 
of the ice couloir that had been fatal to the victims. From all the 
reports we can see that they knew immediately after this discovery 
that there had been an accident, and that everyone was sure that 
considering the local conditions the victims were dead. Over
powered by this certainty both parties instinctively endeavoured 
quickly to get away from the spot dangerous moreover because of 
stone fall, -and to reach point 3599. Once they were there, both 
parties completed their ascent without the question being raised 
from any side whether it ~as to be completed or to be discontinued, 
and they returned forthwith to Tschierva Hut and Roseg Restaurant 
following the tracks of the ascent, where they summoned the search 
party so that this party was able to reach Coaz Hut on the same 
evening. The next day as soon as possible the bodies were recovered. 
We have marked with red pencil some passages in the report of 
Kaspar Grass [these passages are printed in italics in the 'Grass' 
report Editor], where he accounts for the considerations leading 
him to act in that way. 

In the foot note to the article in the ALPINE JOURNAL, the Editor 
asks whether this way to proceed was correct or not, and he states 
at the same time that this caused a delay of 24 hours in the recovery 
of the bodies. In the following we would like to examine what other 
proceeding swould have been possible if K. Grass had decided to 
discontinue immediately the ascent. As he guided two tourists and 
was also partly responsible for the 2 persons of the party Nikol/ 
Sorbello, he would have had in the first place to bring back both 
parties so far as to enable them to descend alone without danger. 
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Then with the second guide Nikol he could have tried to reach the 
victims as quickly as possible. This would have been possible only 
if both parties went back to Tschierva Hut as quickly as possible on 
their trail of ascent. On account of the Tschierva glacier Grass 
and Nikol would not have been allowed to leave the three tourists 
already at the beginning of the glacier, but would have had to lead 
them across it. The parties thus would have reached Tschierva 
Hut between 10 and 11 o'clock. Then. only Kaspar Grass would 
have been free from his guiding duties. He would not have been 
able to act differently from what he actually did some hours later, 
i.e. to return to the Roseg Restaurant and to alarm the search party. 
Even supposing that the necessary number of guides would have 
been by chance unemployed and therefore available at Pontresina, 
the team would have been unable to reach the scene of the accident 
by way of Sella glacier before the falling of the night. Proceeding 
like that, they would probably have reached Coaz Hut at 6 o'c. 
instead of only 10 o'c. in the evening. The recovery of the 
bodies however would not have been possible earlier, as the victims 
could only be approached after crossing the Sella glacier next morning 
in the dawn, which means at the same time as it really happened. 

A second possibility would have been an agreement between the 
two guides and the 3 tourists according to which they all would 
have proceeded as quickly as possible to search for the bodies. As 
in all probability the accident was due to stone fall, the parties 
would probably not have taken the chance to descend at random 
the ice couloir. It would have been possible, however in the descent 
to keep more south and so to attain Sella glacier, following route 145 
(see sketches in Guide of the Bernina, p. 150).2 This guide moreover 
says ' This route is particularly well suited for the ascent; less for the 
descent because dangerous in the afternoon on account of stone fall, 
especially in the descent through the ice couloir towards Sella glacier. 
Therefore it is of greater advantage to use route 142 from the middle 
part of the hanging glacier down wards.' Route 142 is the very 
route used by the parties of Grass and Nikol for the ascent. It 
results from the reports that no suggestion whatever was made by 
the tourists to reach as quickly as possible the victims on one way 
or another. The considerations of K. Grass, not to use route 145 
dangerous from stonefall, but to return again on route 142, are 
confirmed by the Guide of the Bernina to be the best. From a 
psychological point of view everyone will understand that both 
guides and tourists, when getting in such immediate touch with an 
accident, in the first place will look for routes offering the greatest 
security. 

Starting from these considerations it results that if the risk of falling 
stones incurred on route 145 was to be avoided, there was only one 
possibility left to approach the victims, i.e. route 142 leading to 

2 Bundner .A.lpen, V. By Marcel Kurz, 1932. 

• 
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Piz Aguagliouls, Tschierva Hut and Coaz Hut and going up Sella 
glacier. 

Thus it has been proved that even in the case of the parties 
returning immediately, it would not have been possible to reach the 
bodies quicker as it has been actually the case. I t therefore is not 
correct to pretend that the bodies could have been reached 24 hours 
earlier. · 

Therefore it only remains to examine the question whether the 
fact that the parties continued their ascent may, from a moral point 
of view, be considered as unfair. The guide K. Grass certainly 
continued the tour with very mixed feelings. But he was sure that 
by breaking off the tour nothing was to be gained. He finished the 
ascent as a guide to whom climbing means professi0n. In his pro
fession he unfortunately often has to do with accidents, he cannot 
allow himself to be too strongly influenced by them, lest he would 
finally have to give up climbing altogether, i .e. his profession. The 
guide Kaspar Grass cannot be blamed even in a moral sense for 
having continued the ascent of the mountain. This is even less 
justified considering that the reports show that it has not been 
suggested by the tourists to give up the expedition. 

It may perhaps be objected that the conduct of the tourists 
proves of a certain lack of sympathy, that under the impression 
of the accident they should at least for a moment have lost all 
inclination to climb further and that they should by themselves 
have proposed to the guide to return as soon as possible. It is 
however not quite easy to realize their state of mind and to under
stand their way of acting under very extraordinary conditions. It 
may be mentioned as a proof of deep and true sympathy with the 
terrible fate of the fellow climbers that the tourists Preiss and Golay 
immediately after their return to Roseg Restaurant started again 
for Coaz Hut and participated actively in the recovery of the bodies. 

We would ask you to take from these statements 

1 o : that the supposition of the Editor of the ALPINE JouRNAL 
holding that a delay of 24 hours in the recovery of the bodies 
has taken place, is not correct, and 

2° : that the considerations and the conduct of the guide [1 guides] 
were correct. 

Everyone has to judge for himself whether the tourists may be 
blamed for lack of consideration for their fellow men for not having 
discontinued the tour. 

We would much appreciate if you would inform the Editor of the 
ALPINE JOURNAL of the contents of this letter and ask him to correct 
his statement in the next edition. 

Yours faithfully, 
Swiss ALPINE CLuB CENTRAL CoMMITTEE. 

(Signed) GuGLER, 
( 4 enclosures.) President. 

• 
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DR. CAMPELL, 
Pontresina, 

28th November, 1933. 
President of the Section Bernina S.A.C. • 

Pontresina. 

DEAR SIR, I would rather refrain from reporting in the way 
suggested by you as there have already been made enough reports 
on the tragic accident on Piz Roseg. But on the other hand the 
article to appear in No. 247 of the ALPINE JouRNAL demands a 
rectification, especially with regard to the Editor's Note. 

The undersigned as a member of the party of Kaspar Grass 
wishes to make the following statements : 

• 

• 

1. Kaspar ·Grass is not Guide-chef, but head of the Rescue 
Service of the upper Engadine. 

2. The party guided by l{. Grass was formed by 
K. Grass, guide, Pontresina, · 
Dr. med. G. A. Preiss, Zurich, member of the S.A.C. and 

A.A. C.Z. 
Charles Golay, chemist, Pontresina, guide-chef of the 

Section Bernina S.A.C. and member of the A.A.C.Z. 
and O.A.I. 

3. The second party was formed by 
. G. Nikol, guide, Pontresina, 

Count Sorbello, then at Pontresina, otherwise student at 
Perugia. 

4. K. Grass fetched the first axe after it having been discovered 
first by Dr. Preiss. I fetched the lower axe which I saw 
first. When gliding down the couloir, safely secured by 
K. Grass, I discovered axe No. 3. I wanted to take it up 
also, but had to give up the plan 'because of the risk of 
falling stones and lack of time. 

5. Only one of us was a novice, i.e. the Italian gentleman. 
6. Excepted the Italian gentleman, we all ret urned to Coaz 

Hut in order to recover the bodies, so that the first news 
were brought to Pontresina by other persons. 

7. The telephone at Roseg Restaurant was out of service 
accidentally for 2 hours. 

8. In my quality as guide-chef of the Section Bernina I fully 
approve the way to proceed and the measures . taken by 
K. Grass, for only those who have been surprised at the 
very scene of the accident are able to judge the matter. 
I specially wish to point out the fact, which surely speaks 
in favour of K. Grass and his methods, that neither he 
nor Dr. Preiss or myself did utter a word concerning 
possible survivors. We were absolutely sure that we had 
to do with 4 dead climbers . 

9. I categorically refuse to accept the following words : ' their 
conduct was not in accordance with Alpine traditions.'~ 
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10. I would like to suggest to the Editor that he may ask 
Sir John Withers, late [sic] President of the Alpine Club, 
who at the time found himself at Pontresina, what he 
thought about the matter before he allows himself to 
comment a very objective report about the extremely 
tragic accident.3 

Yours faithfully, 
SECTION BERNINA S.A.C. 

(Signed) GoLAY, guide-chef. 

Pontresina, 
2nd December 1933. 

Report re accident on Piz Roseg, 17th August 1933. 

On August 18th, 1933, two parties left Tschierva Hut at 2.20 A.M. 
with the intention to make the ascent of Piz Roseg by the usual 
route. The first party was formed by 

K. Grass, guide, Pontresina. 
Dr. med. G. Preiss, Zurich, member of the S.A.C. and the A.A. C.Z. 
Charles Golay, Pontresina, member of the S.A.C., A.A.C.Z. and 

C.A.I. · . 
Second party : 

G. Nikol, guide, Pontresina, 
Count Sorbello, then at Pontresina, otherwise student at Perugia. 

This order remained the same during the whole ascent, whereas 
the descent was executed in the reverse order, the first party being 
headed by Mr. Golay and the second party by Connt Sorbello. 

We reached 'Breakfast place' at 5 o'c., after a 20 mjnutes 
rest we continued, down the well-known couloir, traversed several 
ledges and gullies covered with debris, snow and ice until we dis
covered some old tracks, very much at right (in the sense of the 
ascent) at the far end of the hanging glacier. As some days ago 
it had been snowing considerably up there, the path usually well 
marked was nearly invisible and completely covered with granulated 
snow. The deepest gullies were filled with old snow. Owing to 
this fresh snow· only we were able to see these few steps. K. Grass 
turned towards these tracks, quite contrary to his usual route, 
which fact at all events surprised me personally. Because, as far 
as I know K. Grass, he follows his own ways unconcerned about 
whether the crowd is going more to the right or to the left. It is 
a fact that the safer route lies at left, straight along some steps in 
the rock towards the N. W. corner of the hanging glacier. In this 
portion nobody talks a lot, a well-trained climber instinctively 

3 The original account of the accident published in A.J. 45, 
414-16, was written, and signed with their initials, by Sir John J, 
Withers ~n~ Professor H. K. Corning. Editor, A.J! 

• 

• 
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remains ,silent in the ' living ' rock. However, it is absolutely sure 
that after the discovery of said tracks K. Grass bore towards them 
without hesitation. He stood on the ice at a distance of two lengths 
of the rope having climbed there using steps which he cut with 
utmost precaution. At this very moment the second man 
(Dr. Preiss) called to him: 'Stop, there I see an axe! ' K. Grass 
and myself seem to have taken very little notice of this discovery, 
for our party proceeded at the ~arne rate. When following gradually 
I discovered another axe lying about 50 m. further down. I imme
diately realized that we found ourselves at the very scene of an 
accident. In the meantime K. Grass had fetched axe No. 1 lying 
not very far from the tracks and soon after my discovery of axe 
No. 2 K. Grass found clear, frozen tracks in the snow which must 
be attributed to the gliding down of climbers. I was secured by 
K. Grass and fetched axe No. 2; when I had reached it I noticed 
a third axe about 100m. below, which was hidden to my companions, 
the couloir there being much steeper. As the sun already had 
reached the top parts of the horizontal ledges (7 A.M.) we became 
quite conscious of the great risk from falling stones, so that I re
turned in a hurry. 15 minutes later the 5 men safely reached 
the N.W. corner. The two axes were placed there. During all this 
only a few words were exchanged, for under similar circumstances 
glances are more eloquent than words. 

Our impressions may be put in words as follows : 
' After a fall from this spot death must have been instantaneous. 

It is absolutely impossible to begin forthwith the recovery of the 
bodies; the danger from stone fall is great. It is useless to risk more 
lives.' 

In the descent we had to leave the usual route if we wished to 
make sure of the position of the bodies. It took us some time before 
we saw, very unclearly, two persons lying in the couloir under a 
ledge of rock. Only now (11.30 A.M.) the exact scene of the accident 
was ascertained. 

Under a growing heat and south wind (Fohn) we hurried down 
to Aguagliouls-Pass and Tschierv'a Hut and after a short rest on to 
Roseg Restaurant (15.30 P.M.). 

To these statements I wish to add and resume: 

1. By chance some tracks of the previous party were discovered 
which were followed immediately and without comments. 

2. If K. Grass had followed the route on the left side, notwith
standing the above tracks, what probably would have 
been safer, it is doubtful whether we would have seen 
anything of the missing climbers, because the scene of 
the disaster was hidden by some protruding rocks. 

3. I personally was astonished to see K. Grass going to the 
right side because this meant to leave the safe route. 

4. I repeat: As we are not novices and having traversed the 
scene of the accident and seen the ledge of rock and the 

·-
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opposite wall and the direction taken by the falling bodies, 
it stood to reason that the 4 climbers must have been 
killed immediately. 

5. Considering that here nothing could be helped and that by 
returning immediately nothing was to be gained, we 
continued in the ascent in order to reach the safe route as 
soon as possible. 

6. There would have been no possibility to reach the bodies a 
minute earlier, because safe working without risking other 
lives, is possible in this region only early in the morning 
before the sun reaches the W. wall. 

7. I have been confirmed in this opinion, exposed to me also by 
K. Grass during the descent, when proceeding towards 
the bodies the following day together with the· small 
search party. 

8. The following motives prove the great risk from falling 
stones : 

a) the rock is very loose and brittle, 
b) the wall is very abrupt, 
c) many gullies all come together forming one funnel-shaped 

couloir, so that all the falling stones take that way, in 
this particular case just where the bodies lay. This is 
also proved by the evident signs of stone fall con
tinually met with. 

All these motives induced K. Grass to divide the search party. 
With a team of only 6 men he moved towards the bodies. The 
others were left at a certain distance of the couloir in a safe place 
which, at the beginning, seemed to me to be too far off. Later on 
I had to admire the 100 per cent. precaution of K. Grass. 

SECTION BERNINA S.A.C. 
(Signed) GOLAY, guide-chef. 

Pontresina, 
2nd Dece1nber 1933. 

DEAR DR. 0.AJ\1PELL, I thank you for transmitting me the 
article to appear in the ALPINE JouRNAL regarding the accident of 
the 4 English teachers on Piz Roseg. This article is impartial 
and correct except the last paragraph which contains a reproach to 
my tourists and myself which cannot be accepted without further 
comments. 

I started from Tschierva Hut to make the ascent of Piz Roseg 
with Dr. Preiss from Zurich and Mr. Golay, chemist, from 
Pontresina, both very good climbers, using the ordinary route. We 
traversed the W. couloir which has changed a great deJ.l in the 
course of this summer owing to decay and stone fall, thus reaching 
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the small glacier at the so-called ' Steilen Wand ' ; there I noticed 
before I left the wall to set down upon the said glacier, some tracks 
leading further away from what used to be my normal route. 
I followed those tracks knowing very well that I would have to 
pass a somewhat difficult corner in the ice. So we found an axe 
(Dr. Preiss saw it) stuck in the snow covering the ice at some 
distance lower down and shortly after that Mr. Golay and I myself 
saw another axe fixed in the ice at a little distance before and above 
us. When I had cut some steps in the ice and climbed them I 
noticed very evident tracks of persons who had slipped and glided 
down. I knew instantly that this must have been the scene of a 
tragedy and a last struggle ; we fully overlooked the whole trail 
followed by the victims along this very steep couloir which ended 
at some 150-200 m. distance into a piece of rock, from where the 
poor victims were flung in a salto of some 50 m. against the wall of 
the great gully and glided along it till they were stopped, as by 
wonder, by the stones accumulated there. This however was not 
to be overlooked from our standpoint and we had to assume that 
they had fallen even much further down. I also immediately knew 
that after this glissade and a salto of 50 m. across the air against 
the wall there were no survivors. The accident had happened some 
15-17 hours before. A deep sadness came over me and ·nobody 
spoke a word. Nothing could be helped, of..that we were sure. All 
silent and overwhelmed we continued the ascent after having 
deposited the two nearer axes higher up. Of course I also reflected 
upon the possibility of descending forthwith by sideways towards 
Sella glacier in order to look after the bodies, but immediately gave 
up this idea, because I knew very well that nobody could be rescued, 
that only dead bodies were to be recovered. So I fulfilled my duties, 
guiding my two tourists quietly and safely on to Piz Roseg and back. 
Ou1· tour was spoiled, it had a bitter and tragi9 taste. In spite of the 
various accidents where I have been present either rescuing or 
recovering the bodies, this case particularly affected me, knowing 
so well how these 4 men in a few seconds had been cruelly 
surprised by death while life was at its height and while they were 
all full of joy. And why all this ~ Because they had omitted to 
hew steps along this very difficult corner and because they were 
roped together at too narrow intervals. 

We descended carrying with us the two axes ; we also fetched 
the third one lying further down and then traversed the great 
couloir. This enabled us ·to see better down hill and we sighted the 
bodies all lying close together. I would like to mention that an 
Italian gentleman, Count Sorbello, with guHle J. Nikol had joined 
in .and so in a certain way I also was responsible for them. Count 
Sorbello pretended to see the bodies farther down lying on the 
glacier, what I explained him to be stones ; this to be noticed only 
by the way. I hurried on in order to get out of this dangerous 
portion where the stones continually come down as $Qon as the s'l,(,n 
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reaches the wall. For the same 'reason it was only possible to approach 
the bodies early in the morning (what I undertook with a very small 
team, 6 men only) and then already we were threatened with falling 
stones. 

As soon as we reached the valley I tried by telephone to organize 
the search party and also to advise the Hotel des Alpes where the 
4 climbers had taken lodgings. But unfortunately the telephone 
was out of service the line having been broken by a springing mine. 
So I sent my son who had come to fetch us with the horse to 
Pontresina in order to summon the search party. Dr. Preiss and 
Mr. Golay asked me to take them with me and I am extremely 
glad to have allowed it, quite contrary to my principle and custom. 
But they have been able to verify on the spot that death had been 
instantaneous when the victims dashed against the wall, and that 
my arrangements and the precautions taken, also with respect to 
the falling stones, had been absolutely necessary in order to warrant 
quiet and safe working. 

I would like to mention that we have done much more than what 
has been our duty. It is no business of the search parties to recover 
dead bodies. This is the concern of the County on whose territory the 
bodies lie. But I am convinced that in this case things would 
not have been progressing so quickly and smoothly. Proceeding 
like that we have also reduced the cost of the recovery, the team 
being reduced to a minimum, 4 men for each body, the head and 
one substitute. Dr. Preiss and Mr. Golay were not included and 
have not received anything and I again thank them for having 
helped us. 

Moreover I wish to call your attention to the fact that in my quality 
of a guide I am obliged to help the victims of an accident, this however 
only after having safely reconducted my own tourists and brought them 
out of every danger, which I used to do also in other cases. 

With this I believe to have reported the whole state of things. 
Nobody can act differently if he knows exactly the region as I do 
and if he fully realizes the situation met with in this occasion. 
I would like to invite the author of that ~rticle, or whoever may 
have induced him to write it to come some day with me up there so 
that he may examine things closely and form an opinion. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) CASPER [sic] GRASS, guide, 

Head of the Rescue Service. 

P.S. I would not omit to mention that my two tourists Dr. Preiss 
as well as Mr. Golay are members of the S.A.C. and of the A.A.C.Z., 
that they are not' novices,' but very experienced and good alpinists. 
As regards myself, I have been acting out of quiet reflection and 
great experience, what, as the sequel showed, was right, all further 
accidents being avoided. If the gentleman of the ALPINE JoURNAL 

had inquired at the right quarters, he would have been given the 
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right information which might have better served the purpose and 
would not have left any painful sting. 

I should be glad if Dr. Campell would transmit this report to the 
Central Committee of S.A.C. and from there also to the ALPINE 
JOURNAL in order to procure these gentlemen the necessary 
information. 

DR. GUGLER, 

(Signed) CASPER [sic] GRASS. 

Zurich, Borsenstr. 21, 
2nd December, 1933. 

President of the Central Committee S.A.C., 
Baden. 

Accident on Piz Roseg 17th August 1933. 

You have informed me of a report concerning the accident on 
Piz Roseg to appear in the ALPINE JouRNAL, No. 247; this induces 
me to give you hereunder my opinion on the subject as this article 
shows some incorrectness and because the question raised at the 
end must be interpreted as a reproach. 

I . The following corrections may be pointed out. 

1. Kaspar Grass is not the Guide-chef, but the Head of the Rescue 
Service of the upper Engadine. 

2. Mr. Ch. Golay, chemist at Pontresina, is Guide-chef . 
3. The first party was formed by 

(a) Kaspar Grass, guide . 
(b) Ch. Golay, chemist at Pontresina, member of the S.A.C., 

Section Bernina, of the A.A.C.Z. and the C.A.I. 
(c) Dr. med. G. A. Preiss, Zurich, member of the S.A.C., 

Section Arosa, and of the A.A.C.Z. 
Both climbers of this party are no ' novices,' but 

skilled alpinists.4 

The second paTty was formed by the guide Nikol from 
Pontresina and a visitor of Pontresina, an Italian gentleman 
from Perugia. 

. 4 The A.C. Committee have decided that the following rectifica-
tions shall be made in the account published in A.J. 45, 414-16 :-

(a) The guide Kaspar Grass is not the Guide Chef of Pontresina 
but is Head of the Rescue Service. 

(b) Herr Ch. Golay, likewise a member of one of the parties of 
August 18, is the Guide Chef. 

(c) Of the five persons composing the two parties of August 18, 
one only was a novice, but is not the subject of any 
criticism. 

• 

• 
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II. It results from the notes which I made myself during the tour 
as follows. 

Thursday, August 17th, 1933, evening, start for Tschierva Hut. 

There we learn from the warden that 4 English climbers had 
left the Hut early in the morning with the intention to climb Piz 
Roseg and to return to Tschierva, did not come back. We presumed 
that for one reason or another they were descended to Marinelli 
or Coaz. 

Friday, August 18th, 1933, we left Tschierva Hut at 2.20 A.M. 

Kaspar Grass, Preiss and Golay roped together; Nikol and the 
Italian tourist roped together with another rope. 

05.00 A.M. we arrived at Fuorcla Aguagliouls. 
07.00 A.M. we crossed over to attain the ice-covered end of the 

hanging glacier on the Sella side. When hewing some steps I saw 
3 unclaimed axes. On the right side very steep couloir dangerous 
for stone fall running after some 250 m. into a piece of rock. 
Evident signs of slipping and glissade. Falling stones dash against 
the piece of rock and after a bound measuring some 50 m. are thrown 
against the north bank of the couloir. The top axe was simply 
stuck in, the second quite near with its shaft anchored in the snow 
(up to the axe) ; the third axe lying further down by some 30 m., 
probably glided and caught itself down there. 

We all knew immediately that a terrible accident had happened. 
Going down directly was dangerous because of falling stones and 
steepness. The 4 victims must be dead. 

At 07.25 we attained arete W. of the Schneekuppe. 
07.45 start from arete. 
08.20 we arrived at the Schneekuppe under splendid conditions, 

snow hard and good for crampons. 
08.35 we arrived at Sattel between Schneekuppe and summit. 
08.50 we arrived at summit. 
09.50 start from there going down straight along the route of 

the ascent. Having crossed the end of the glacier 
(photograph) and reaching the first rocks of the wall 
we saw the bodies lying on their backs, some 300 m. 
further down, completely motionless, heads down
"\Vards. To descend this couloir is too dangerous. 
Immediate start for Tschierva. 

12.15 Fuorcla Aguagliouls. • 

12.30 start from Fuorcla Aguagliouls. 
14.20 Tschierva. · 
15.30 Roseg Restaurant (telephone damaged by springing mine). 
18.10 start from Roseg Restaurant. 
20.15 Coaz Hut. . 
22.00 arrival of a search party (18 guides), head Kaspar Grass. 

• 
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Saturday, August 19th, 1933, 03.65 start from Coaz Hut. • 

07.45 we arrived at the scene of the accident. The 4 persons 
terribly mutilated still roped together with a good 
rope, head downwards, lying on their back. 3 of 
the victims show most severe injuries of their skulls, 
the fourth a broken neck. Without doubt they have 
been killed by the first shock when falling against the 
piece of rock. Probably they were late when they 
reached the wall in the afternoon; probably the 
tragedy was ct. used by the gliding of one of the 
climbers, or due to falling stones, which even seems 
more probable. At the scene of the accident 2 
old axes. On an upper thigh a huge piece of rock. 
The bodies are wrapped in, let down with all pre
cautions across two enormous crevasses, from there 
brought down on ski, partly pulled along and partly 
carried. 

13.15 Coaz Hut. From there transport with mules. 
l6.30 Roseg Restaurant. 

III. Those who were not present when we discovered the 3 axes 
at the scene of the accident can hardly imagine our situation at 
that time. I esteem a discussion as provoked in the ALPINE JouRNAL 

to be possible only between those who found themselves on the ice 
at the very scene of the accident under the same difficult circum
stances. A snow and ice couloir of 250 m. length extremely rapid, 
with great risk from falling stones and without sight on the victims 
not only frustrated every effort of a recovery, but also prevented us 
from an immediate statement of real facts so that we could only 
make suppositions. When we fetched the axes the loose stones 
clearly showed the direction necessarily taken by the victims. To 
fall from that point necessarily meant a dash against the piece of 
rock at the bottom of the couloir, and from there a bound of some 
50 m. against the opposite wall. The tracks further showed that the 
accident must have happened already in the course of the afternoon 
of 17th August, whereas our parties passed the place only on 
August 18th, 07.00. Being a surgeon, no novice in accidents, and a 
climber, the situation could have only one meaning for me and this 
without doubt. These statements automatically answer the question: 
'Why did the parties continue the ascent of the mountain,' as it was 
completely out of question to rescue, but only to recover· dead 
bodies. Certain quarters may consider it a lack of sympathy that 
we continued our tour, practically this is of no importance. The 
statements made on August 19th when we found the bodies showed 
three of the victims with their skulls completely crushed and the 
fourth with his neck broken. It is therefore clear that these most 
severe injuries due to the bound against the opposite wall were 
immediately followed by the death of the 4 victims. I must 
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decline to go into any further discussion unless it be held at the very 
scene of the accident. 

Moreover I would like you to consider that nnder the terrible 
impression and the great danger to which we were exposed we of 
course endeavoured to get out of this situation and this the more so 
as we really had one novice with us in the person of the to11:rist 
guided by Nikol. The quickest way to leave the dangerous zone was 
to proceed in the direction of the ascent. I think that nobody will 
interpret this as an offence against Alpine traditions. 

After the descent my guide Kaspar Grass, in his quality of H ead 
of the Rescue Service (not Guide-chef) summoned the search party ; 
Mr. Golay, chemist (Guide-chef) also joined in with others. The 
recovery was extremely difficult, Mr. Golay's assistance and my own 
are to be attributed to a feeling of sympathy for the 4 fellow 
climbers and to Alpine traditions. The question may be asked why 
the British Alpine Club did only find to reproach and did not think 
our collaboration worthy of one word of appreciation. I would not 
have mentioned this but for the unjustified attack against our party 
published by the British Alpine Club in the ALPINE JOURNAL. 
I have the impression that we all, and especially K. Grass and 
Mr. Golay in this case have acted correctly and without reproach 
whatever. At any rate I must decidedly protest against the reproach 
that we 'did not proceed in accordance with Alpine traditions.' 5 

As the report submitted to me will appear in the ALPINE JOURNAL, 
I should appreciate it if my present report could also be published 
there. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) DR. G. A. PREISS. 

Alpine Club, 
7th March 1934. 

Accident on Piz Roseg. 
• 

DEAR SrR, Your letter of the 31st January last addressed to 
Mr. Sydney Spencer, the Honorary Secretary, and the enclosures 
have been brought before the Committee of the Alpine Club. The 
Committee are much obliged to you and the S.A.C. for your kind 
attention. 

· The Committee have arranged that the whole of your letter and 
the enclosures shall be printed in the ALPINE JOURNAL to speak for 
themselves . 

. 
5 With the approval of the Committee of the Alpine Club, the 

statement that ' the conduct of the guides was not in accordance 
with Alpine traditions,' was inserted in A.J. 45, 415, footnote 7. 

For a somewhat analogous case, also occurring in the Bernina, 
see A.J. 11, 343-5, and especially p. 436. Ed·itor, A.J. · 
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The Committee regret very much the decision which you have 
arrived at ; they think that in similar circumstances the parties 
discovering the accident ought immediately to make all possible 
efforts to reach the bodies and ascertain beyond any possibility of 
doubt whether any person survives and whether help can be rendered 
or not . If this is not feasible, they ought to return with the utmost 
speed to the nearest suitable place to give the alarm and send 
assistance. Perhaps you will kindly note this statement of their 

• • opinion. 
The Alpine Club is most appreciative of the efforts of the 

search party. 

HERRN DR. GUGLE R, 
President Swiss Alpine Club, 

Baden. 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 

(Signed) JoHN J. WITHERS, 
President. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ALPINE CLUB. 

A GENERAL MEETING of the Club was held in the Hall, 23 Savile 
Row, London, W. 1, on Tuesday, October 31, 1933, at 8.30 P.M., Sir 
John J. Withers, C.B.E., LL.D., M.P. , President , in the Chair. 

The following candidates were balloted for and elected Members 
of the Club, namely, Herr Paul F. P. Bauer, Professor P. G. H. 
Boswell, Lt .-Col. M. L. A. Gompertz, Mr. I. Peace Hazard, Mr. S. R. 
Hobday, Mr. E. C. Mengel, Dr. Hugo Rast, Mr. F. Oakes Smith, 
Mr. George Starkey, and the Rev . Canon A. E. Thompson. 

The PRESIDENT mentioned the deaths of Signor Gonella, elected 
1891 ; Mr. H. F. Montagnier, elected 1903 ; Dr. Eric Slack, elected 
1907 ; Mr. E. V. Slater, elected 1908; Mr. H. E. E. Howson, elected 
1924; and Mr. E. W. Powell, elected 1925. 

The PRESIDENT, referring to the Piz Roseg accident, put the 
following resolutions to the Club : 

' That the Alpine Club at its first general meet ing after the 
summer vacation: 

' (1) Wishes to record its grateful thanks to the Rev. 
Chancellor Ponsonby, the British Chaplain at Pont resina, and 
Mrs. P onsonby, for t he great kindness and sympathy shown by 
them on the occasion of the fatal a ccident to the four Eton 
mast ers on Piz Roseg on August 17, 1933, and requests the 
Honorary Secretary to convey this resolution to the Rev. 
Chancellor and Mrs. Ponsonby accordingly. 

' (2) Wishes to record its grateful thanks to Herr L. and 
Frau Gredig of the Kronenhof, Pontresina, and the members of 
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